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FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK NO. 104 OCTORER 27, 1976 
SCHNE IDER/BORGIDA/STRICKLAND 


WHY DON'T PEOPLE VOTE? CTV GUIDE) 
ON PREDICTING EARTHQUAKES CCURRENT) 
BORN AGAIN: THE YEAR OF THE EVANGELICALS CNEWSWEEK) 


ANNCR: HERE IS » WITH FROM THE 


MAGAZINE RACK, A REVIEW OF TIMELY ARTICLES FROM MAGAZINES 
PUBLISHED IN THE UNITED STATES. FIRST, FROM TV GUIDE, 
AN ARTICLE ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VOTING AND 
TELEVISION WATCHING. FROM CURRENT, AN ARTICLE ON EARTHQUAKE 
PREDICTION. AND FINALLY, IN NEWSWEEK, A DISCUSSION OF 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF RELIGION IN THIS YEAR'S PRESIDENTIAL 
CAMPAIGN. 

WHY DON'T PEOPLE VOTE? (TV GUIDE) 3-4151 

REPORTER: 

POLITICAL OBSFRVERS ARE PREDICTING THAT THERE IS A GOOD 
CHANCE LESS THAN HALF THE ELIGIBLE VOTERS IN THE UNITED 
STATES WILL CAST BALLOTS IN NEXT TUESDAY'S ELECTION, 
ITHIEL DE SOLA POOL, A PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
AT MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY ASKS, IN THE 
CURRENT ISSUE OF TV_GUIDE IF TELEVISION IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THIS, PROFESSOR SOLA POOL WRITES: 

VOICE: "SOME EVIDENCE SUPPORTS THE CHARGE, NOTE THAT A CHILD 
WHO WAS JUST SEVEN YEARS OLD CWHEN TV SETS BEGAN TO BE 
FOUND IN AMERICAN HOMES) WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CAST HIS 
FIRST VOTE IN 1964, THE YEAR IN WHICH THE DECLINE IN 
VOTING BEGAN, AT EACH ELECTION SINCE THEN, ANOTHER 'CLASS! 
OF THE TV GENERATION HAS GRADUATED INTO THE ELECTORATE. 
AND AT EACH ELECTION, FEWER PEOPLE TURN OUT TO VOTE," 
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REPORTER: 
MR. SOLA POOL SAYS THAT THERE IS WEB OF CIRCUMSTANTIAL 
EVIDENCE ... BASED ON HIS OBSERVATIONS ... TO INDICATE 
THAT TV MAY BE INDEED TO BLAME, THE AUTHOR CITES THE 
RESULTS OF THE 1972 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION WHERE MANY YOUNG 
PEOPLE WORKED FOR CANDIDATE GEORGE MCGOVERN. YET, HE 
SAYS, ONLY FORTY-EIGHT PER CENT OF THE VOTERS BETWEEN THE 
AGES OF EIGHTEEN AND TWENTY CAST BALLOTS. ON THE OTHER 
HAND NEARLY THREE-QUARTERS OF THE VOTERS FORTY-FIVE TO 
SIXTY=-FOUR YEARS OLD VOTED. ACCORDING TO PROFESSOR SOLA 
POOL, THE BEST CASE THAT TELEVISION CONTRIBUTES TO LOWER 
VOTER TURN=-OUT HAS BEEN MADE IN A STUDY BY MICHAEL 
ROBINSON OF CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY IN WASHINGTON, D.C. AND 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE EDITOR PAUL VIEAVER, PROFESSOR SOLA 


POOL CONTINUES: 


VOICE: "GETTING THE NEWS FROM TV THEY POINT OUT, IS DIFFERENT 
FROM GETTING IT FROM NEWSPAPERS. WHEN YOU READ A NEWSPAPER, 
YOUR EYE SKIPS TO MATTERS IN WHICH YOU ARE INTERESTED; 
YOU JUST BYPASS ITEMS ABOUT MATTERS THAT YOU DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND. WHEN WATCHING NEWS ON TV, ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THERE IS NO WAY TO SKIP AROUND. YOU SEE EACH NEWS 


CLIP IN THE ORDER THAT THE NETWORK FEEDS IT TO YOu." 


REPORTER: 
PROFESSOR SOLA POOL WRITES THAT BEFORE THE AGE OF 
TELEVISION WHEN PEOPLE GOT THEIR POLITICAL NEWS FROM 
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES, THEY TENDED TO READ ONLY THOSE 
PARTS OF STORIES THAT SUPPORTED CANDIDATES THEY FAVORED. 
GETTING THE NEWS, THE AUTHOR WRITES, REINFORCED READER 
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REPORTER: 


CCONT 'D) 


VOICE: 


BELIEFS AND ENTHUSIASM, TELEVISION, HOWEVER, EXPOSED 
CITIZENS TO BOTH SIDES OF POLITICAL ISSUES AND TENDS TO 


REDUCE ENTHUSIASM, IT CAN ALSO CONFUSE VIEWERS, HE SAYS, 


THE AUTHOR THEN NOTES THAT THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF VOTERS HAVE STAYED 


AWAY FROM THE POLLS. HE WRITES: 


"BACK BEFORE 1890, AS MANY AS 80 PER CENT OF THE ELIGIBLE 
VOTERS USED TO TURN OUT TO VOTE, POLITICS WAS THE 
NATIONAL SPORT IN THE SMALL COMMUNITIES IN \WIHICH MOST 
AMERICANS THEN LIVED. IN MANY PLACES, WOMEN AND BLACKS 
VERE NOT ALLOWED TO VOTE AND WERE NOT COUNTED IN TURNOUT 
FIGURES. THEN, IN THE EARLY YEARS OF THE PRESENT CENTURY, 
MUCH CHANGED IN AMERICAN LIFE. MILLIONS OF NEW IMMIGRANTS 
CAME TO THE COUNTRY, AND THEY DID NOT AT ALL FEEL AT 

HOME IN VOTING. WOMEI! INCREASINGLY GOT THE FRANCHISE BUT, 
TO MANY OF THEM, IT DID NOT SEEM LADYLIKE TO VOTE. THE 
REFORM MOVEMENT CAME IN AND TIGHTENED UP CONDITIONS FOR 
VOTING BY REQUIRING REGISTRATION; THE CPOLITICAL) MACHINES 
FOUND IT HARDER TO GET THEIR COHORTS OUT TO VOTE EARLY 

AND OFTEN. SO BY 1924, THE TURNOUT WAS DOWN TO FORTY-EIGHT 


POINT NINE PER CENT, A RECORD LOW FOR THIS CENTURY." 


REPORTER: 


AUTHOR SOLA POOL SAYS STARTING IN 1924 THERE WAS A STEADY 
INCREASE IN THE PERCENTAGE OF VOTING AMERICANS UNTIL THE 
KENNEDY-NIXON CONTEST OF 1960 WHEN SIXTY=THREE PER CENT 
OF THE ELECTORATE CAST BALLOTS, SINCE THEN, HOWEVER THE 


TURNOUT HAS GONE STEADILY DOWNWARD. THE AUTHOR CONTINUES: 
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VOICE: "THE CAUSE MAY NOT BE TV BUT, RATHER, THE EVENTS THAT 
HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE WORLD SINCE THAT TIME. ASSASSINS 
KILLED CPRESIDENT) KENNEDY, ROBERT KENNEDY AND MARTIN 
LUTHER KING. THERE WERE EIGHT YEARS OF THE VIETNAM WAR, 
THEN THERE WAS WATERGATE. IS THERE ANY WONDER THAT 


PEOPLE ARE DISENCHANTED? 


“THAT CAN ALSO HELP ACCOUNT FOR THE LOWER VOTING TURNOUT 
BY THE YOUNG THAN BY THEIR ELDERS. THE ELDERS GOT INTO 
THE HABIT OF VOTING IN AN ERA OF BETTER POLITICAL FEELING, 
NEW VOTERS HAVE ALWAYS VOTED LESS THAN THOSE WITH 
ESTABLISHED VOTING HABITS. THE NORMAL LOW VOTING OF NEW 
VOTERS WAS REINFORCED, PERHAPS BY THE UNATTRACTIVE MESS 
OF THE POLITICAL WORLD WHEN THEY REACHED THE AGE FOR 


THINKING ABOUT POLITICS." 


REPORTER: 
THE AUTHOR SAYS THAT PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE THEY HAVE SOMETHING 
TO GAIN BY VOTING WILL VOTE, THOSE THAT DON'T, WON'T, 
POOR PEOPLE TEND TO VOTE LESS THAN PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
MONEY. PEOPLE WHO HAVE LIVED IN A COMMUNITY FOR A LONG 
TIME AND BELONG TO CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS TEND TO VOTE MORE 
THAN PEOPLE WITH FEW SOCIAL AND POLITICAL TIES TO THEIR 


NEIGHBORS, 


THE AUTHOR BELIEVES THE REASON WHY VOTERS DON'T TURN OUT 
MAY BE PARTIALLY ANSVIERED BY THE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE WHO 

TURN OUT NOVEMBER SECOND. IS THEIR LOW TURNOUT BECAUSE OF 
THE WAY THE NEWS COMES ACROSS ON TELEVISION AND OTHER MEDIA, 
OR IS LOW TURNOUT BECAUSE OF THE DISCOURAGING STATE OF 
TODAY'S WORLD? IF TELEVISION IS RESPONSIBLE, THE 
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REPORTER: 


CCONTD) 


AUTHOR CONCLUDES, "IT MAY BE A HARD JOB TO CURE THE MALAISE 
THAT BESETS OUR POLITICAL SYSTEM," 
within 


ON PREDICTING EARTHQUAKES CCURRENT) 3-4151 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


THE HORRORS OF EARTHOUAKES SERVE AS A CONSTAIHIT REMINDER 

TO US ALL THAT NO MATTER HOW MUCH WE UNDERSTAND NATURE, 

WE CAN NEVER REALLY CONTROL HER. IT IS AT ONCE AWN 
UNSETTLING THOUGHT = FEAR OF THE UNKNOWN ALWAYS IS. 

AND EACH TIME AFTER ONE OF NATURE'S DESTRUCTIVE SHOCKS 
DEVASTATES A VILLAGE, THE SAME QUESTION ALWAYS CONFRONTS 
US: CAN'T THE SCIENTIFIC WORLD DO SOMETHING TO AVERT 
DISASTER? THAT IS THE SUBJECT OF THOMAS Y. CANBY'S ARTICLE 


IN CURRENT. 


ACCORDING TO MR. CANBY, IT HAS BEEN ABOUT THIRTY YEARS 
SINCE SCIENTISTS FIRST BEGAI! TO SEARCH FOR WARNING SIGNALS, 
OR PRECURSORS, OF EARTHOUAKES. WHEN AN EARTHQUAKE IN 
TADZHIKISTAN IN THE SOVIET UNION KILLED MORE THAN ONE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND PEOPLE IN 1949, SCIENTISTS WENT TO THAT 
REMOTE REGION TO BEGIN STUDYING THE AREA, AFTER TWO 
DECADES OF STUDY, THEY EMERGED WITH SOME STARTLING 


DISCOVERIES ABOUT EARTHQUAKES. SAYS MR. CANBY: 


"IN THE PERIODS BEFORE EARTIIQUAKES STRUCK, THEY OBSERVED 
THAT ROCK DEEP IN THE EARTH REVEALED MEASURASLE CHANGES IN 
ELECTRICAL RESISTANCE, THAT WATER IN WELLS ABSORBED MORE OF 
A RADIOACTIVE GAS KNOWN AS RADON, THAT THE SURFACE AREA 
ABOVE THE IMPENDING QUAKE OFTEN CHANGED SHAPE OR DEFORMED - 
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VOICE: 
(CONT'D) ROSE, SANK, TWISTED HORIZONTALLY. MOST EXCITING WAS THEIR 


OBSERVATION THAT, PRIOR TO SOME QUAKES, SEISMIC \WAVES 
TRAVELING DEEP IN THE EARTH SHOWED A DISTINCTIVE VARIATION 
IN SPEED," 


REPORTER: 
THE DISCOVERY THAT SEISMIC WAVES TRAVELED IN DIFFERENT 
SPEEDS BEFORE AlN) EARTHQUAKE WAS VERY SIGNIFICANT. IT 
MEANT THAT A “PRECURSOR"HAD BEEN DISCOVERED WHICH COULD 
EASILY BE MEASURED AND RECORDED BY A SEISMOGRAPH, THIS 
DISCOVERY ENCOURAGED SCIENTISTS FROM THE SOVIET UNION, 
JAPAN, AND THE UNITED STATES TO ACCELERATE THEIR FORECASTING 
EFFORTS. MANY SCIENTISTS GREETED THE NEW INFORMATION WITH 
REALISTIC OPTIMISM, AMONG THEM, DR. FRANK PRESS OF THE 


MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY: 


VOICE: "TODAY, MOST SEISMOLOGISTS CSCIENTISTS WHO STUDY EARTHQUAKES) 
BELIEVE EARTHQUAKE PREDICTION IS AN ACHIEVABLE GOAL, MUCHI 
DEPENDS ON THE NATIONAL COMMITMENT, THE FUNDING FOR 
INSTRUMENTS FOR DETECTING THE PRECURSORS, FOR TRAINED, 
SKILLED MANPOWER. SINCE OUR PRESENT NETWORKS OF INSTRUMENTS 
ARE SPARSE, WE WILL ALSO NEED A LOT OF LUCK IN TRAPPING 


EARTHQUAKES CFOR STUDY)." 


REPORTER: 
DESPITE THEIR OCCASIONAL RELIANCE ON SUCH UNSCIENTIFIC 
FACTORS AS LUCK, SEISMOLOGISTS INSIST ON STRICT SCIENTIFIC 
STANDARDS. A PREDICTION OF AN EARTHOUAKE IS ACCURATE ONLY 
WHEN IT INCLUDES THE PRECISE PLACE, TIME AND MAGNITUDE OF 
THE SHOCK. IN FACT, STANDARDS ARE SO HIGH THAT ONLY TWO 


REPORTER 
CCONT 'D) 


VOICE: 
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. 
» 


SHOCKS HAVE BEE!! ACCURATELY PREDICTED IN THE UNITED STATES. 
BUT PROGRESS IS BEING MADE. SCIENTISTS IN CALIFORNIA, A 
STATE WHERE THE POTENTIAL FOR EARTHOUAKE IS HIGH, RECENTLY 
DETECTED ABNORMAL EART!Y TREMORS HOURS BEFORE TWENTY-FIVE 
QUAKES OCCURRED. THAT IS A STEP CLOSER TO PROTECTION, BUT 


STILL FAR FROM PRECISION, 


MANY COUNTRIES ARE CONCERNED ABOUT EARTHQUAKE CONTROL, BUT 
FEW AS SERIOUSLY AS CHINA. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, THAT 
QUAKE=PLAGUED COUNTRY IS Iil THE FOREFRONT OF EARTHQUAKE 
PREDICTION TECHNOLOGY. THEY HAVE SUCCESSFULLY PREDICTED 
QUAKES WELL IN ADVANCE OF POTENTIAL CATASTROPHE. IN 
FEBRUARY 1975, FOR EXAMPLE, A SEVERE QUAKE WAS PREDICTED 
IN SOUTHERN MANCHURIA. THOUSANDS OF LIVES WERE SAVED WHEN 
VILLAGES WERE EVACUATED SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE THE QUAKE HIT. 
SOME SCIENTISTS, HOWEVER, BELIEVE THAT KIND OF EVACUATION 
MIGHT CAUSE AS MANY PROBLEI'S AS AN ACTUAL TREMOR, 

DR. RALPH H. TURNER, OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT 
LOS ANGELES, ACKNO!LEDGES THAT PANIC COULD BE DISRUPTIVE, 


BUT BELIEVES STRONGLY IN PREDICTION: 


"WE'RE NOT TALKING ABOUT EVACUATION OF CITIES. IF PEOPLE 
ARE PROTECTED FROM FIRE AND COLLAPSING STRUCTURES, IF WATER 
LEVELS IN DAMS CAN BE LOWERED, VERY FEW LIVES NEED BE 


LOST, EVEN IN A STRONG QUAKE," 
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REPORTER: 


THERE ARE VARIOUS ESTIMATES, GATHERED BY AUTHOR CANBY FROM 
RESPONSIBLE SCIENTISTS, AS TO WHEN EARTHQUAKE PREDICTION 
WILL BECOME ROUTINE. FIVE TO TEN YEARS ACCORDING TO SOME, 
LONGER ACCORDING TO OTHERS, BUT THE ARTICLE IN CURRENT 
CONCLUDES THAT THERE IS CONSENSUS ON ONE BASIC POINT: 
EVENTUALLY, LIVES AND PROPERTY WILL BE SAVED. 

io Hm 


"BORN AGAIN: THE YEAR OF THE EVANGELICALS" CNEWSWEEK) 3-4151 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


SEPARATION OF CHURC!i AND STATE IS ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL 
PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH THE AMERICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

IS BASED, BUT THAT DOES NOT MEAN THAT RELIGION IS 
UNIMPORTANT IN AMERICAN POLITICAL LIFE. JUST AS JOHN F,. 
KENNEDY'S CATHOLICISM BECAME A CAMPAIGN ISSUE IN 1960, 
JIMMY CARTER'S EVANGELICAL PROTESTANTISM HAS MADE 
RELIGION A SIGNIFICANT ISSUE IN THIS YEAR'S ELECTORAL 
CAMPAIGN, NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE PUTS IT THIS WAY: 


"IN TWO WEEKS, JIMMY CARTER, THE BEST=-KNOWN BAPTIST 

DEACON IN AMERICA, MAY BE ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES. EVEN IF HE LOSES, CARTER'S DRAMATIC 
CAPTURE OF THE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION HAS ALREADY 

FOCUSED NATIONAL ATTENTION ON THE MOST SIGNIFICANT -- 

AND OVERLOOKED == RELIGIOUS PHENOMENON OF THE 70'S: 

THE EMERGENCE OF EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY INTO A 

POSITION OF RESPECT AND POWER. ‘THERE IS A HIDDEN 
RELIGIOUS POWER BASE IN AMERICAN CULTURE WHICH OUR SECULAR 
BIASES PREVENT MANY OF US FROM NOTICING,' SAYS CATHOLIC 


VOICE: 
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CCONT‘'D) THEOLOGIAN AND WRITER MICHAEL NOVAK. ‘JIMMY CARTER HAS 


FOUND IT,!" 


REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


NEWSWEEK GOES ON TO SAY THAT JIMMY CARTER'S OPEN PROFESSION 


OF HIS BAPTIST FAITii# HAS PROVOKED AN UNPRECEDENTED REACTION 


FROM PRESIDENT FORD. IN THE MAGAZINE'S WORDS: 


"IN AN UNUSUAL PRESIDENTIAL APPEARANCE BEFORE THE 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVEI!ITION, AND IN A SUBSEQUENT 

INTERVIEW WITH THE HATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 

AND THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS, FORD HAS PRESENTED 
HIMSELF AS AN TCQUALLY DEVOUT EVANGELICAL. ALTHOUGIi HE 

IS A MEMBER OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCII, WHICH DOES NOT STRESS 
SUBJECTIVE "BORN AGAIN' EXPERIE!NICES, FORD SAYS THAT HE READS 
THE BIBLE DAILY, OFTEN PRAYS IN THE OVAL OFFICE AND HAS HAD 
HIS LIFE TRANSFORMED BY JESUS CHRIST. AND A FORTNIGHT AGO IN 
DALLAS, FORD WAS REWARDED WITH THE PUBLIC ENDORSEMENT OF THE 
REVEREND WALLIE AMOS CRISWELL, THE INFLUENTIAL PASTOR OF THE 
WORLD'S LARGEST SOUTHFRI BAPTIST CHURCH, WHO SAID HE WAS 


SHOCKED BY CARTER'S INTERVIE'! IN PLAYBOY." 


REPORTER: 


WHAT DOES EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY MEAN? NEWSWEEK DEFINES 
IT AS “THE RELIGION YOU GET WHEN YOU ‘GET’ RELIGION, ITS 
SUBSTANCE AND STYLE VARY BY REGION, DENOMINATION AND 
THEOLOGICAL TRADITION, BUT ALL EVANGELICALS ARE UNITED BY A 
SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE OF PERSONAL SALVATION, WHICH THEY 
DESCRIBE AS BEING *BORN AGAIN,' CONVERTED OR REGENERATED," 


THE "BORN AGAIN" PERSON, THE MAGAZINE GOES ON, IS COMMITTED 
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REPORTER: 


CCONT 'D) 


VOICE: 


TO SPREADING THE GOSPEL, OR THE WORD ABOUT JESUS CHRIST, 
THROUGH PREACHING AND PROSELYTIZING. EVANGELICALS ARE 
PROTESTANTS WHO "TAKE A CONSERVATIVE VIE! OF CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE, EMPHASIZE PERSONAL MORALITY RATHER THAN SOCIAL 
ETHICS, LOOK TO THE BIBLE AS THE SOLE AUTHORITY IN FAITH AND 
PRACTICE, AND REGARD THENSELVES AS THE ONLY TRUE HEIRS OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH," AS FOR WHAT EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY 
MEANS IN PUBLIC LIFE, NEWS'ISEK NOTES THAT "AT LEAST 30 
CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATES -=- INCLUDING SEVERAL CLERGYMEN~= ARE 
SEEKING OFFICE ON PLATFORMS WHICH STRESS THAT THEY, AS 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS, CAt! BE TRUSTED TO BRING MORALITY 


TO PUBLIC OFFICE," AND THE MAGAZINE CONTINUES: 


“WHETHER THE EVANGELICALS' NEW POLITICAL INFLUENCE WILL HELP 
CARTER IS ANOTHER QUESTION, ALTHOUGH THE GALLUP POLL, TAKEN 
DURING THE LAST WEEKEND IN AUGUST, GAVE CARTER A MARGIN OF 

25 PER CENT OVER PRESIDENT FORD AMONG EVANGELICAL, HISTORY IS 
NOT ON THE SIDE OF THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE. SINCE THE CIVIL 
VAR, EVANGELICALS HAVE NEVER GIVEN A MAJORITY OF THEIR VOTES 
TO A DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. THIS YEAR, 
EVANGELICALS IN THE SOUTH MAY BUCK THIS TRADITION OUT OF 
REGIONAL PRIDE AND RELIGIOUS INDENTIFICATION WITH A SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST SUNDAY-SCHCOL TEACHER WHO SAYS HIS LIFE HAS BEEN 


CHANGED BY JESUS CHRIST," 
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REPORTER: 


VOICE: 


JIMMY CARTER'S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY, NEWSWEEK ARGUES, 
REALLY REFLECTS A SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT 


THAT HAS BROAD IMPLICATIONS IN AMERICAN LIFE: 


“FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THIS CENTURY, LARGE NUMBERS OF 
EVANGELICALS ARE STEPPING OUT OF CULTURAL ISOLATION AND 
ASSUMING THE CURDENS OF POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY ONCE 
EXERCISED LARGELY BY MAINLINE CNON-EVANGELICAL) 
PROTESTANTS IN CONSORT WITH JEWISH AND CATHOLIC LEADERS, 
EVAHWGELICALS HAVE, \V!ITIH FEW EXCEPTIONS, LOOKED UPON 
POLITICS AS PART OF A CORRUPT, UNREGENERATE WORLD THAT 
CHRISTIANS OUGHT TO AVOID. TO BE SURE, EVANGELICALS 
HAVE ALWAYS INFLUENCED LOCAL POLITICS WHEREVER THEIR 
NUMBERS HAVE GIVEN THE?! THE LEVERAGE OF SOCIAL PRESSURE. 
ONLY RECENTLY, HOWEVER, HAVE EVANGELICAL MAJORITIES BEGUN 


TO RECOGNIZE POLITICS AS A MORE POSITIVE EXERCISE OF POVIER," 


REPORTER: 


NEWSWEEK NOTES THAT ACCORDING TO A RECENT GALLUP POLL, HALF 
OF ALL AMERICAN PROTESTANTS OF VOTING AGE, WHICH MEANS A 
THIRD OF ALL AMERICA! VOTERS, ARE "BORN AGAIN" CHRISTIANS OR 
EVANGELICALS. THIS MEANS THAT AN AROUSED AND UNITED 
EVANGELICAL COMMUNITY COULD HAVE SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL 
IMPACT. BUT IRONICALLY, THE MAGAZINE OBSERVES, SHARP 
DIVISIONS ARE OPENING UP WITHIN EVANGELICAL RANKS: DIVISIONS 
OVER DOCTRINE, STYLE OF WORSHIP, AND SOCIAL ATTITUDES. AND 


THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES: 


VOICE: 


ANNCR : 
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"EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY HAS BEEN GROWING QUIETLY FOR TEN 
YEARS. DURING THAT PERIOD, EVANGELICALS HAVE ZEALOUSLY SOUGHT 
OUT THE YOUNG, OFFERING THE CERTAINTIES OF A FIRED-UP FAITH 
AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO SECULAR DISILLUSION, BUT AS IT HAPPENS, 
JUST AS THE NATION IS AT LAST TAKING NOTICE OF THEIR STRENGTH, 
EVANGELICALS FIND THEIR HOUSE DIVIDED. THE PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION HAS ONLY EXACERBATED LATENT DIFFERENCES IN DOCTRINE 
AND SOCIAL ATTITUDES. AS A RESULT, 1976 MAY YET TURN OUT TO 
BE THE YEAR THAT THE EVANGELICALS WON THE WHITE HOUSE BUT 
LOST COHESIVENESS AS A DISTINCT FORCE IN AMERICAN RELIGION 


AND CULTURE." 
-0-= 


YOU'VE BEEN LISTENING TO FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK, SUMMARIES 
OF ARTICLES ON TIMELY TOPICS FROM AMERICAN MAGAZINES. NEXT 
WEEK CAT THIS TINE) JOIN US AGAIN FOR MORE SELECTIONS 


FROM _ THE MAGAZINE RACK, 


WJL/PBM/RTD/PY 


